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Sexual Harassment in Schools.

Very recently OFSTED completed i's inwestigation info sexual. harassmert: in schools and colleges—a
large scale review- of safeguarding in respect of this. one issue. After speaking to over 400 pupils, i
became dear to OFSTED that there is. a significant issue with sexuol harassmert: in educdlion and the
assouﬂtedgzndzrwolmceconsw}mnm&l—iere L&ﬂ\lhﬂktﬁOFSTEDSNPOTthﬁD&//\N\NWQD\WUk/

Sexual. harassment. in general. is any wwwarted sexuol dfertion online and off line thet con cause
Cmﬁ'ﬂshﬂppznmpﬁmmngwol?
Research suggests thot mere than a third of sexual abuse reported by any age children is perpetrated

by their peers. (Peer on Peer Sexual. Abuse) - with gils. being the viclim in the majortly of cases. Sexual.

through a group. of children sexually assaulting or sexually harassing a single child or group. of chik-

dren. It is importart that we teach all. children (hoys and ginls), of dlk ages, whet is aceeplioble irfierac-

tion and what (s net, and then what they must do- if any wwwarted sexuol dfertion hoppens to- them.

Whdt can we do to teach children appropridle interacion?

Boys. and girts. mix together in every social. environment, of every age and many children will never

expertence sexism, horassment or abuse based on gender. To ensure that our youngest: children know-

know- it s dbways safe to discose to a trusted adult. Parents and staff should make sure they model

Is it abuse or barter? Whdt i not OK at our school?

. Gender based sterestyping which con lead boys often to- believe themselves supertor, stronger,

. Bartier or inappropriate jokes. thot normalise a. diminished role. for ginls and women or take away
their power, independence and respedt. (s only. funny if everyone is happy with the joke and

. Name calling thet s gender or sexuol. orterfiction derogatory. Use of the term “goy” as an insult.
Linked to this. is “Vidim blaming”

o Comiments on appearance thet: drow- dlfiention to size, body parts, alfradiveness

. Sexugl. comments, obseene gestiures, using obscenifies (most swear words. are sexugl. in their
org)

+ Updutng (covert phoos under dothing sharn phkcs, dravng ncpproprct umages,soxing

o Puling or removing clothes to reveal. the child’s body

. Deliberately touching any part of each others. body, without consent: - this includes touching an-

. Crowding and infimidating to- isolote children in a. way, thot makes them uncomfortable

. Coercionfhredts to- make a child do- something they, are net comfortable with

St Francis

Safequarding Team:

Mrs Wright
DSL, SPOC

Mrs Richards
Deputy DSL

Mr Turner
Deputy DSL,
DSPOC

DSL: Designatzd Safeguo:d
Lead

SPOC: Single Poirt: of Con-
tact (PREVENT) - preventing
exdremism.

CPOMS—Child Protection
Online Moniforing Safe-
guarding Sysiem.

KCSIE: Kezping Children Safe
In Educdion—a Government
Documert.

CAMHS: Child and Adoles-
cert Mertial Health Services.

NSPCC: Ndfional Societyy for
the Prevention of Crueliy to
Children.

MASH: Muli. Agency, Safe-
guarding Hub (0300 555
2866)
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a permanent criminal record. Laws in place to protect vicims include: The Sexual Offences Adt, The Misuse of Tel-
ecommunicakions Act, The Malicious Communications Act, The Equality Act. Any form of sexual, emotional, physi-
Premention

We need to address the culture of sexual harassment and teach our children about healthy relationships, respectful

Normalising Sexual Harassment
In OFSTED’s findings, children and young people said that sexual harassment: occurs so frequently that i has be-
come ‘commonplace’. 42% of girls, and 74% of boys, said sexist name-calling happens a lot or sometimes. to them
or their peers. The frequency of these harmful sexual behaviours means that some children and young people con-
sider them normal.
OFSTED found that where children were being coerced into sending inappropriate images, this was often happening
on social media platforms such as What's App and Snapchat. How- are you monitoring who your
child s communicating with online and offline? Do you know- what they are saying and sending? Do you know-
what your child is seeing and hearing? Who monitors whole class pupil What's App groups—is there a designated
parent member to supervise behanviour? OFSTED found envidence pf pupils of all ages sending and receiving inap-
The Law- about CONSENT
sions to be made, often quickly and under pressure. Some situations are clear:

A child under the age of 13 can nerver consent to any form of sexual achivity

The age of consent in the UK is 16

Sexual intercourse without consent is rape

Rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault are defined in lam-

Creating and sharing sexual photos and videos of under 18s is ilegal (often referred to as sexting). This in-
If you hare any concerns about the safety and/or welfare of a child or
young person telephone Walsall MASH on 0300 555 2866 (option 2).
this will not be picked up immediately. You can discuss your concerns in
person or over the phone with a DSL at St Francis during school hours.



How- to prearent and protect from Sesxual Harassment in School

Much of OFSTED’s data comes from Secondary School settings but as a Primary School, we have to be very pro-
how- to respect personal/physical boundaries set. We must make sure all of our young people (boys and girls) are
prepared for the wider world of secondary school and employment. We should not frighten children but should de~
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We are all made in the image and likeness of God and so our form, no matter what form that takes, s al-

ways perfect to God (there s no superior gender)
o Teach your child (and model) what healthy relationships look like—this s lifelong learming that will shape
o Teach your child about consent
. Make sure your child knows that they can say “No” when the behaviour of another person crosses and ac-
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Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) at St Francis

We teach our children to respect themselves and others. We teach them how to stay safe in all that they
do-.

St Francis. follow the Ten:Ten scheme of work and use resources created specifically for children. Parents

hitps.//www-tentennesotrces.co-uk/parent-portal/
Username: st-francis-ws
Password: love-animals
We encourage children to- talk to- their parents about the content of their lessons in school and to discuss
any content that concerns them with a trusted adult.
Useful Websites:
NSPCC: hitps://www-nspec.org.uk/keeping-children -safe/
Online Safety:  hitps://www-thinkuknow-co-uk/
hitps://www-internetmotters.org/adwice/6- 10/
KCSIE: https://www-gov-uk/government/publications /keeping- children - safe -in - education - -2

PREVENT: hﬁp&://ww.gw.uk/gmnmﬁ/p&bhmﬁm&/pvt&cﬁng-dﬂlm-gm-mdmdmhm-
thz-px\e/\rer\i-duhal



